
Weird, Crude, Funny, and Nude: The Bible Exposed  
Footnotes

Chapter 1

1 If you’re a super Bible nerd you may have worked out a problem. If this angel sexing led to the 
arrival of the Nephilim, but then the flood came, how did the Nephilim still appear after the flood (see 
Numbers 13:33)? Weren’t they all dead? Did some of them stow away on the ark? Did they tread water for 
the entire flood? My wife suggested that because they are angel descendants they just hovered above the 
flood for the better part of a year till the waters receded. I think this is a silly idea but I told her I’d put it in 
the book. One possible explanation is that the angels took human lovers both before and after the flood, 
showing the depravity of humanity means they don’t even care about the judgement of God. They sinned, 
God punished, God flooded, and then humans just got right on with more sinning. That may not be the 
answer, so keep thinking and praying, and let me know if you figure it out.

2 At this point some people may wonder how this 120-year sentence worked since Noah went on to 
live for 950 years, which is 730 years longer than allowed. Did Noah scam the system? 

There are two possible explanations for this seeming disconnect between what God says and what 
actually happens. One option is that Noah and all his friends were alive when God made the judgement. 
As a result the 120-year lifespan only applied to those born later. Like when the phone company puts up 
the price of phone plans they’ll often only apply it to new contracts and leave everyone else on their old 
plans, which is how you find people using phones from the 90s paying $5 a month for twelve minutes 
worth of calls between the hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. (these people are, coincidentally, usually the same 
people interested in eating stale crackers and drag-racing on mobility scooters). The new prices only kick 
in when you sign up for a new plan. It’s like Noah and the others were on the old life plan and God slowly 
applied the new lifespan to the people born after his judgement. By the time of Moses people were only 
living for a maximum of 120 years (except Aaron, Moses’ brother, who managed a respectable 123 years).

Another solution could be that actually what God was saying was not so much that humans would only 
live to 120 but that there would be 120 years from when God made the pronouncement to when God sent 
the flood. Thus people would only live 120 more years till they’d all be wiped out. 

I keep changing my mind as to which explanation I like more. Perhaps the solution is in a mixture of the 
two.

Chapter 2

3 Figures quoted in L. Wall & A. Quadara, Under the influence? Considering the role of alcohol and 
sexual assault in social contexts (ACSSA Issue No. 18), Melbourne: Australian Centre for the Study of 
Sexual Assault, Australian Institute of Family Studies, 2014. It should be noted that the study makes clear 
that due to the different terms of what is being assessed in the studies, differing ways in which alcohol 
consumption is defined and different populations across the studies “it is difficult to know what to make 
of the findings.” The paper concludes that in regards to sexual assault, “The research clarifies that [alcohol 
consumption] is, on its own, not a single causative factor, but that cognitive and pharmacological effects of 
alcohol intersect with other aspects of victim and perpetrator characteristics and personality traits, beliefs 
about sex and alcohol, and social and cultural norms or scripts around gender and alcohol.” Sorry, that 
wasn’t a very fun footnote. 

4 According to the Bible we should be saving sex for marriage, though I suspect not everyone 
is going to agree with this. But no matter what your thoughts are on when it’s appropriate to do what 
sexually, it’s never appropriate to take advantage of someone with limited mental and/or physical 
capacities.



Chapter 3

5 I assume this is true, I haven’t actually bothered to read all of recorded history looking for talking 
donkeys.

6  If you’re wondering why the donkey is a “she” and not an “it”, it’s because in the Hebrew the word 
for donkey indicates that she’s a female donkey. Seeing as she’s a sassy, back-talking donkey, I thought she 
deserved to be a “she” here too. 

7 Incidentally, my wife’s favourite joke goes like this: Two muffins are sitting in an oven. One turns to 
the other and says, “Wow! It’s hot in here!” and the other responds, “Ahh! A talking muffin!”

8 For the greatest understatement of the New Testament read Luke 4:2 where it describes Jesus’ 
forty–day fast in the desert then says, “He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was 
hungry.” I get hungry if I skip lunch, I don’t know what I’d be if I didn’t eat for forty days but it’d certainly 
be more of a situation than merely “hungry”.

9 At least I hope I said something like that. I like to hope I’m as inspiring in real life as I am in my 
memories. Chances are I tried to say something inspiring and ended up saying, “Cheer up mate, Jesus is 
the goodest” and then went off to play some game involving marshmallows.

Chapter 4

10 A theocracy is “a form of government in which God or a deity is recognized as the supreme civil 
ruler.” Thanks, Dictionary.com.

Chapter 5

11 Actually it’s probably more like worshipping other gods. But let’s not allow facts to get in the way of 
a good story.

12 I actually have nothing against Kiwis. A bunch of my relatives are Kiwi and as far as I know they’re 
all very honest, even the left-handed ones.

13 K. Lawson Younger, The NIV Application Commentary: Judges/Ruth, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2011, p. 118.

Chapter 6

14 Don’t know what a foreskin is? Look it up in the dictionary, not on Google Images.

15 This is a lie. No one but me has sung songs about me.

16 In 2 Samuel 11 David uses a similar ploy to deal with the husband of his lover Bathsheba. This time 
it works and Bathsheba’s husband is killed. Poor form, Davo!

Chapter 7

17 Here’s some trivia for you. Many people think Elijah went up to heaven in a flaming chariot, which 
is much cooler than a whirlwind, but 2 Kings 2:11 says:  “As they were walking along and talking together, 
suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up 
to heaven in a whirlwind.”

Chapter 8

18 While this chapter is titled “The Only Fart in the Bible”, there is a very small chance there may in 
fact be two! There is one very disputed translation of Joshua 15:18 and Judges 1:14 (they’re pretty much 
the same verse) by a dude called G.R. Driver in which a woman farts while sitting on her donkey. There is 
little evidence that this translation is correct, but it’d be great if it were true (though the donkey may not 



have been impressed). Google it, it’s an interesting read.

19 That guy was Mark E. Biddle in his book A Time to Laugh: Humor in the Bible, Georgia: Smyth & 
Helwys, 2013, chapter 7 (accessed 27 February 2018). I found one dude who blogged about it, but you 
can say whatever you want on a blog. I would know, I’ve got one.

20 Don’t answer that. Let’s just assume it’s a fart, otherwise we’ll ruin the fun.

21 Okay, so I’m exaggerating a bit here. I definitely get the poos and I’m more likely to get cancer if I 
keep eating gluten but it’s not automatic. It’s a sad world we live in when donuts are a danger to your life. 
Also recently a shop in my city started selling gluten-free donuts. They aren’t quite as good as real donuts, 
but for counterfeit donuts, they’re pretty darn good. So, you know, there are worse things in life than living 
without glutenous donuts. Like funnel-web spiders and gluten-free hot dog buns to name just two.

22 Once, when I was on a plane with my wife, the flight attendants ignored us because they were 
talking to some more interesting people across the aisle. When the head flight attendant found out we 
had been ignored, she was very upset, and gave us business class drinks and a huge bag of M&M’s. This 
is a story of something bad that turned good, but it’s not really inspiring enough to make it into the actual 
book, so you can just get a small amount of inspiration here that my wife and I overcame the odds and 
received M&M’s. God’s blessings are good.

Chapter 10

23 Ezekiel 23:4 says, “Oholah is Samaria, and Oholibah is Jerusalem.” Samaria was the capital of 
Israel and Jerusalem was the capital of Judah. When the passage refers to the capital cities it is using 
them to represent the whole of the nation, in the same way these days news reporters might talk about 
Washington DC to refer to the USA or Canberra to refer to Australia (For example, “Tensions between 
Washington and Canberra have risen this week after the President misunderstood a compliment the Prime 
Minister paid to the First Lady’s thongs”).

24 Daniel Block translates this verse, “There they let their breasts be squeezed and there their virgin 
nipples were fondled.” It’s not exactly the most eloquent writing but as you can see many translations are 
tame compared to what it could be (Daniel L. Block, The Book of Ezekiel, Chapters 1-24, Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1997, pp. 732-733).

25 I had a wise friend mention to me that they were disappointed that while there are many bits 
of the Bible that build women up (Rahab, Deborah, Esther, and Ruth in the Old Testament, and Mary 
(Jesus’ mother), Mary and Martha (Jesus’ friends), the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet, the women who 
supported Jesus’ ministry, the women who were partners in the sharing of the gospel, and more) they 
don’t often feature in parts of the Bible that are weird, crude, funny, or nude. This means that we get a 
rather skewed version of biblical women in this book. Most passages in this book aren’t about women, and 
if women do feature they are having sex with angels, farting, or prostituting themselves out. There wasn’t a 
good solution to this, so all I can say is, let me encourage you to go read about those women listed above. 
The Bible has plenty of smart, brave, and godly women, as well as flawed, scared, and sinful women, and 
everything in between. The more you read the Bible the more you discover how real the Bible is about 
all of us, whatever our gender, all of us who are loved, valuable, sinful, broken, and in desperate need of 
Jesus.

26 Actually, that’s not true, I think there is some blanket advice I can give: A light cotton blanket will be 
good in summer, but make sure you have a thick woollen one available for those extra chilly winter nights.

27 It was a ministry job, so it wasn’t heaps of money, but it was money. I’m used to getting paid in 
Lindt chocolate and thank you cards, so any money is pretty exciting!

Chapter 12

28 I have a deep hope that this department of heaven exists. There are so many statistics I would love 
to research. Like how many spiders did I actually swallow in my sleep? How many Corn Flakes did I eat in 
my life? How many movies did I watch? How many sneaky farts did I actually get away with, and how many 
did people smell and know it was me but were too polite to say anything? Apart from my actual death, 



what was my closest brush with death? And then there are all the statistics from the wider world that would 
be interesting. How many statistics are actually made up? Were there ever two Scrabble games that were 
exactly the same? What’s the longest wee in history? I feel like I could spend centuries in that department 
just finding stuff out. I really hope it exists.

Chapter 13

29 That’s a joke. I don’t have a limo or a chauffeur. I have to beat people up all by myself.

30 Lynne Taylor, a researcher from New Zealand, has looked into this and found that many people 
who come to faith, who aren’t from a Christian background, often do so because of their relationships with 
people they know who love Jesus. She writes about what she found during her research: “Other Christians 
played a crucial role in the conversion process. An exposure to Christianity was generally resourced 
through or, at least enhanced, by engagement with other Christians. Other Christians invited non-
Christians to engage in spiritual practices and they often resourced such engagement. As well as these 
things that impacted directly on the conversion process, research participants had observed particular 
things about their Christian friends and colleagues. They saw Christians being helped by their faith; 
living differently because of their faith; sharing openly and honestly with non-Christians; being deeply 
hospitable; and allowing room for doubts, questions and complexity in faith. In addition, other Christians 
helped those I interviewed in various ways. These actions and positive perceptions were significant in 
the participants’ continuing to say ‘yes’ to the conversion process.” Taken from: L. M. Taylor, Redeeming 
Authenticity: An Empirical Study on the Conversion to Christianity of Previously Unchurched Australians 
(unpublished doctoral thesis, Flinders University, 2017), pp. 230-240. If you want to find out more about 
Lynne’s research you can go to her website – www.lynnetaylor.nz

Chapter 14

31 It would be remiss of me not to mention that the Greek words for Paul’s teaching indicate that 
it may not have been a monologue from Paul for 12 hours, but that there was perhaps more discussion 
involved, like a Q and A with Paul. Or perhaps as he preached people kept interrupting and asking 
questions, which meant that a 40-minute sermon took 12 hours. Anyone who has ever led a Bible study 
with teenagers will understand how this kind of thing can happen. Whatever the case, poor Eutychus was 
bored stiff. Perhaps he just wished his mum and dad would stop asking questions so he could go home. 
Maybe he didn’t actually fall asleep, maybe he faked the sleep and deliberately fell out the window in an 
attempt to put an end to the meeting. How disappointing it must have been when he realised that even 
his own death and return to life was not enough to stop the service and he still had to stay all the way till 
the end. Poor kid!

32 If you want to read a book about this stuff written by people who actually know what they’re talking 
about, try reading Everyday Supernatural by Mike Pilavachi and Andy Croft. It’s a really easy and practical 
read helping you understand how the Holy Spirit is at work in the world and how we can join him in what 
he’s doing. There’s also no expectation that you have to heal and convert an entire supermarket, which is 
comforting. (M. Pilavachi and A. Croft, Everyday Supernatural, Colorado Springs: David C Cook, 2016.) 

Chapter 15

33 Perhaps. See Chapter 12.
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